
Unit 2: Judaism

Key Content and Sources of Authority

Beliefs about sacred texts
• The importance of the Tenakh (The Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim) as the revealed and/ or inspired Word of God.
• The importance of the Talmud.

Beliefs about the Covenant
• The Abrahamic Covenant: identity, monotheism, circumcision and promised land:
• ‘The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. I 

will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.“ Genesis 12:1-3

• “I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and 
the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an 
everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.“ Genesis 17:6-8

• “You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. For the generations to come 
every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with 
money from a foreigner-those who are not your offspring. Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they 
must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male, who has not been 
circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.“ Genesis 17:11-14

• The Mosaic Covenant: Law, commandments, identity, promised Land.
• Covenant today: how these Covenant agreements continue to be important for many Jews in Wales, the UK and 

around the world, including in Israel.

Practices
The use of sacred texts
• The Tenakh and its use in Jewish worship, prayer, study and celebrations.
• The Talmud as an explanation of the laws found in the Torah.
• The importance of the Ten Commandments/duties for religious and ethical reasons.
• Diversity of practice within Judaism regarding observance of the Ten Commandments e.g. Shabbat.

Jewish Identity
• Symbols: the mezuzah and Magen David.
• Brit Milah ceremony and symbols (including the roles of the mohel and sandek).
• Bar/Bat Mitzvah as ceremonies marking Jewish identity: ceremony, significance and symbols.
• The use and importance of the tallit, tefillin and kippah; symbolism and significance of each one.
• Festivals and commemorations: Yom Hashoah, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Pesach; significance, preparation and 

celebration of these festivals (Exodus 12:14). ‘This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD-a lasting ordinance’.

Key Concepts
Tenakh - The Jewish sacred text made up of three 
sections: Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim.
Talmud - A collection of Jewish law and tradition. 
Covenant - A solemn and binding promise. God made a 
Covenant with Abraham and Moses.
Brit Milah - Circumcision on the eighth day after birth as a 
sign of God’s Covenant with the Jews.
Bar/Bat Mitzvah - Meaning son or daughter of the 
commandment to mark a Jewish boy or girl reaching 
adulthood.
Mezuzah - A scroll enclosed in a case which is placed 
on the right hand doorposts of every room (except the 
bathroom) in a Jewish home.
Pesach - The festival of Passover which remembers the 
Exodus from Egypt.
Magen David - The Star of David which has become the 
symbol of Judaism.
Abraham - The founder of Judaism, believed to be the 
biological and spiritual ancestor of the Jewish people.
Moses - A prophet who led the Jews out of slavery in Egypt 
and received the Ten Commandments from God.
Promised Land - The land of Canaan now known as Israel. 
The land promised to Abraham and his descendants by 
God.
Tefillin - Small leather boxes containing passages from the 
Torah and worn by Jewish men during prayer.

2019
What do Jews mean by Mezuzah? (2)
Describe a Bar Mitzvah ceremony. (5)
Explain the importance of the Abrahamic Covenant. (8)
‘The Talmud is the most important sacred text for Jews.’ 
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered 
more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion 
and belief in your answer). (15)
 
SAMs
What is meant by Tenakh? (2)
Describe how the Nevi’im is used? (5)
Explain the commemorations associated with Yom 
Hashoah. (8)
“The Magen David is the best way to show Jewish identity.”
Discuss this statement showing that you have considered 
more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion 
and belief in your answer). (15)

Exam Practice

Key Connections

• How do Brit Milah and Bar Mitzvah link to the Abrahamic Covenant?

• How does the Mosaic Covenant impact the practice and ethical behaviour of modern Jews? 

• How do the teachings in the Tenakh influence Jewish celebrations today?


