
Judaism: Core Beliefs – The Concept of God
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Key Sources of Authority
• The Tenakh - The Torah (the Law), the Nevi’im (the 

Prophets) and the Ketuvim (the Writings).

• The Talmud – this is the written version of the Oral 
Torah which provides a commentary to explain the 
meaning behind the scriptures and how to apply the 
laws.
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Jews have many names for God but the one most often used is Yahweh. Jews believe that there is only one God, but they 
argue that it is impossible to explain the nature of God (what God is like) as human language is limited and doesn’t allow us 
to express the true greatness of God. In fact, in Jewish tradition the name of God is so holy that it is not spoken. Many Jews 
respect this tradition by not writing out the word G-d or YHWH in full. Instead, they believe that God can only be described 
and understood through the different characteristics that are revealed within the Torah. The actions performed by God can 
be understood through the use of the following words:

The Jewish belief in the oneness of God can be summed up 
in the Shema. The Shema (from the Hebrew word meaning 
‘Hear’) says that God is personal and demands total love 
from Jews. This prayer which practicing Jews recite twice a 
day, is taken from Deuteronomy 6:4, Deuteronomy 11:13-
21 and Numbers 15:37-41, and begins: ‘Listen, Israel, God 
is our Lord, God is One’. This means that there is only one 
God (monotheism) and that God is a unity unlike anything 
else. Jews do not accept any kind of distinctions within God 
so they would consider the Christian belief in the Trinity to 
be unacceptable. God cannot be properly described unless 
all of his qualities are understood at the same time. The 
prayer commands the Jewish people to worship God, to 
remember the statements within the prayer through their 
religious practices, and to teach their children about the 
importance of the Shema.

Relevant past paper questions
What is meant by omnipotence? (2) (SAMS)
What do Jews mean by Shema? (2) (2018)
Describe Jewish teachings about God. (5) (2018)
Describe the teachings of the Shema. (5) 2019

Jews believe that the world is too complex to have happened by chance so it must have had a 
creator. Genesis chapter 1 shows how God created the world and then created human beings 
‘in his image’ (to be like him) to take care of it. ‘And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning-the first day.’ Genesis 1:3-5 

God created the universe and has absolute power and control over it. Even though human 
beings have free will to act against God’s will they are unable to change his ultimate plan.

God has no physical form but he is everywhere throughout time and can hear his people when 
they call him.

God is all-loving and infinitely good. He is a just God who will reward those who obey him and 
grieve when people disobey him.

God is above and beyond all earthly things. He cannot be seen and chooses how he reveals 
himself.  
 ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.’ Isaiah 55:8-9.

Jews believe that God existed before the universe existed and will always exist.

God will judge how each Jew follows the laws and through this they will be brought to a close 
relationship with him. He will forgive those who have sinned, as long as they are truly sorry for 
what they have done.
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