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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
11 4861 2.3 0.8 3 77.5 99.9
12 4828 3.2 1.7 10 32.1 99.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.

Text Box
f you are accessing this document in a web browser and are only able to see this single page, please download the document and reopen it in Adobe Reader in order to fully access the exemplar material.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all of the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Trekking with the 
Gorillas of Rwanda’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from the book, ‘Travels in West Africa’ by Mary Kingsley.


Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


a) How many gorillas are now living in Rwanda’s National Park? [1]
b) How long can visitors spend with the gorillas? [1]
c) Name another animal that is found in Rwanda’s National Park. [1]


How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring but 
memorable experience?
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but memorable [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the extract from ‘Travels in West Africa’ on 
the opposite page.


a) How far away was Mary Kingsley from the gorillas? [1]
b) Name one other animal that Mary Kingsley came across in Africa. [1]
c) What disturbed the gorillas when Mary Kingsley was watching them? [1]


‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she sees on this 
trip.’ 


How far do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing gorillas in the 
wild.
Compare:
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see
• how they create these impressions [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 6
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Mary Kingsley was an explorer and writer who travelled to 
parts of Africa that few Europeans had visited. She wrote 
about her experiences in her book, ‘Travels in West Africa’, 
published in 1897. In the extract below she describes what 
happened during one of her journeys.
On one occasion during our walk between villages, our guide, Joseph, wanted me to 
see something. We crept down into a rocky ravine and when we got to the edge of some 
cleared ground, we lay down and wormed our way forward, with great caution. After 
about fifty yards of this, Joseph sank flat, and I saw before me some thirty yards off, 
busily employed in pulling down bananas, six gorillas: one old male, one young male, 
and three females, one with a baby clinging to her. The big male was crouching on his 
haunches, with his long arms hanging down on either side, with the backs of his hands 
on the ground, the palms upwards. The elder female was tearing to pieces and eating 
a pineapple, while the others were noisily attacking the bananas, destroying more than 
they ate.


They kept up a sort of a shrill, whinnying, chattering noise, quite different from the sound 
I have heard gorillas give when angry. I noticed that their reach of arm was immense, and 
that when they went from one tree to another, they moved awkwardly across the open 
ground in a most inelegant style, dragging their knuckles downwards. I should think the 
big male and female were over six feet each. Although fearful of an attack, I put out my 
hand and laid it on Joseph’s gun to prevent him from firing. 


I have no hesitation in saying that the gorilla is the most horrible wild animal I have seen. I 
have seen at close quarters specimens of the most important big game of Central Africa, 
and I have run away from all of them; but although elephants, leopards, and pythons give 
you a feeling of alarm, they do not give that feeling of horrible disgust that an old gorilla 
gives on account of its hideousness of appearance.


I watched the gorillas with great interest for a few seconds, until I heard Joseph make a 
peculiar small sound, as he clutched his throat with his hand violently. He rolled his head 
to and fro, clasped his hands over his face, and gave an explosive sneeze. The gorillas 
stopped, as still as stone then gave a sound between a bark and a howl. They then turned 
and started back into the forest. The old male, however, rose to his full height and began 
to move towards us. At this threat, Joseph clapped his hands and went off into a set of 
high-pitched screeches the like of which I have never heard; nor evidently had the gorilla, 
who went off after his family with a swiftness that was amazing the moment he touched 
the forest. He disappeared, swinging himself from bough to bough. I have seen many 
wild animals in their native lands, but never have I seen anything to equal gorillas going 
through the forest. It is a graceful, powerful, superbly perfect hand-trapeze performance.
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Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda


If there is a safari that brings you any closer, on foot, to wild beasts capable of mauling 
you, I’m not sure I care to be on it.


One second you are exhausted, struggling through thickets of bamboo in Rwanda’s 
National Park, pulling yourself up a steep slope, step by painful step. The next, you 
turn a corner and you gasp. Seated perhaps 30 feet away is one of the roughly 900 
mountain gorillas remaining on Earth, a female, lovingly cradling an infant in her lap. 
She wraps one arm around the 6-month-old while scratching her own ear with a 
finger.


We freeze, then tiptoe forward to 
give all eight trekkers in our group 
a clear view. Cameras are lifted 
faster than pistols at a gunfight. 
Soon two siblings tumble out of 
the brush, abruptly disrupting the 
female’s one-on-one time. As 
they wrestle and roll, the mother 
flops on her back in surrender.


At the time of my trip, the gorilla 
family we saw consisted of a 
dominant male — the enormous 
silverback, Munyinya, — six 


females, five juveniles, and six infants. Thirty years ago, the gorilla population in 
Rwanda’s National Park had been thinned by poaching, disease and habitat loss to an 
extremely endangered 250. Conservation efforts have brought the number gradually 
back to 480.


Access to the national park is severely restricted, with only 80 visitors permitted to 
take one of the guided gorilla treks each day. Groups of up to eight people are allowed 
to spend just one tightly monitored hour with the gorillas.


The park’s guides have expert knowledge of the national park, making it rare that 
guides do not find the gorillas. The trekkers have an early 6am start and it can take 
more than three hours of intense hiking to reach them. Our group ranged from a 
29-year-old Italian woman to a 61-year-old Mexican man and we all managed just fine, 
although even the fittest of us were huffing and puffing twenty minutes in. Walking 
sticks were provided to each trekker, although everyone stumbled down a hill on their 
backside at some point.


Our guide offered one basic rule for gorilla watching: stay at least 22 feet away. They 
sometimes like to show off, so don’t freak out if the silverback suddenly starts beating 
his leathery chest but if a gorilla moves toward you, just move calmly out of the way.
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Although the guides do carry a gun, in more than 30 years, they have never had to 
shoot a gorilla and no visitor has ever been harmed in an incident involving one.


Our guide then demonstrated a few of the sounds that are used to communicate with 
the apes. ‘Mmmmm mah-mmm,’ he growled. Translated roughly, he said, this meant 
‘good morning’. I wondered if there might also be a sound that, translated roughly, 
meant ‘smile for the camera’.


We found Munyinya in a 
shaded alcove, sitting upright 
with his legs crossed and 
his great furry hands draped 
over his knees. His size 
and the sweeping crown of 
his head distinguished him 
from the others. Surveying 
his domain, first left and 
then right, he could not have 
looked more like a king. As 
two youngsters tussled at his 
feet, he nudged one away 
so he could groom the other 
with long, nimble fingers.


Throughout our hour with the apes, the enduring wonder was just how close we could 
get. Keeping our voices low, our telephoto lenses poked through branches to find the 
new mother suckling her infant. There were magical moments when a juvenile twirled 
its way down a bamboo stalk and scampered past my leg, and a large female, perched 
just above us in low-hanging branches, methodically stripped bamboo stems.


Conservation in the park has become a national priority and much of the income 
from tourists is dedicated to fighting poaching. Rangers find many traps in the park 
each month. The intended prey are usually antelope and buffalo, but gorillas also 
occasionally find their way into the snares, one of the guides told us.


Permits to visit the gorillas are limited and expensive. But so long as the tourists 
keep coming, and the Rwandans continue to protect the gorillas’ habitat, they should 
continue to thrive.
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Band 4 C+O and VSSSP (9 + 7) Total marks = 16 
 
This response shows consistent understanding of purpose and a very good sense of 
the intended audience. It is written with an easy, confident style and the response is 
clearly shaped and structured. 
The sentence structure is varied and controlled / just a few errors.  
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Band 4  
This response includes a good range of relevant details and comments  
and explores the impact of particular words/phrases It ranges well across the whole 
text but could have explored `memorable` in greater detail.  
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           4 marks 


 
Band 2  
This response offers a relevant impression of gorillas from each text, along with some 
textual support. To access the next band the response needs to include a wider range 
of impressions with support.  
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1 4 ‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she 
sees on this trip.’   
How far do you agree with this view? 


 
You should comment on: 
• what the writer says; 
• how the writer says it. [10] 


 
You must refer to the text to support your comments. 


 
(AO4) 


 
This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references.  


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who select one or two basic textual details and/or 
express a simple personal opinion. Responses in this band may be brief and 
limited and/or struggle to engage with the text and/or the question.  


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who give a personal opinion supported by some 
straightforward textual details. These responses will show some interaction with 
Kingsley’s account, although coverage of parts of the text may be limited. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who give an evaluation of the text supported by a range 
of relevant details from across the text. These responses will show some critical 
awareness of, and response to, Kingsley’s account, making good use of the text. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who give a critical evaluation of the text and its effects, 
supported by well-selected textual references.  They will show critical awareness 
and understanding of Kingsley’s account, using a good range of relevant details, 
including appropriate textual selection from across the text.  


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who give a persuasive and detailed evaluation of the 
text and its effects, supported by convincing, well-selected examples and 
purposeful textual references.  These responses will show engagement and 
involvement, where candidates take an overview to make perceptive comments 
on Kingsley’s account. 
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Details that candidates may evaluate or comment on: 
• she gets into a position where she sees the gorillas ‘with great caution’, 


suggesting she is anxious about the situation she is in 
• she describes in detail watching the gorillas feeding, noting how the big male 


behaved and how the other gorillas were ‘noisily at the bananas’ 
• she notices the awkward, ‘inelegant’ way the gorillas moved across open 


ground 
• she worries the gorillas might attack but prevents her guide from shooting 


them 
• she compares them unfavourably with other wild animals – elephants, 


leopards, pythons 
• she thinks the gorillas look ‘horrible’/their appearance is hideous 
• she watches the gorillas ‘with great interest’ before her guide made a sound 


that caused the gorillas to run back into the forest 
• when the old male gorilla turns and makes for the forest, she calls the speed 


of his disappearance ‘amazing’ 
• she marvels at the way he moves gracefully through the forest -  
• she calls the gorilla’s performance a ‘superbly perfect hand-trapeze’ 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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2 1 + 2 2 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 
 


 Communication and organisation 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation 
8 marks 


Band 5 


11-12 marks 
• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and 


format of the task 
• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended 


audience 
• appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose / 


audience 
• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 
• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range 


of relevant details 
• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the 


writing 
• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 
• there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence 


structures 
• virtually all sentence construction is controlled and accurate 
• a range of punctuation is used confidently and accurately 
• virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular 


words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is totally secure 
• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used 


to create effect or convey precise meaning 


Band 4 


8-10 marks 
• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format 


of the task 
• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 
• register is appropriately and consistently adapted to 


purpose/audience 
• content is well-judged and detailed 
• ideas are organised and coherently developed with 


supporting detail 
• there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used effectively to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 
• sentence structure is varied to achieve particular effects 
• control of sentence construction is secure 
• a range of punctuation is used accurately 
• spelling, including that of irregular words, is secure 
• control of tense and agreement is secure 
• vocabulary is ambitious and used with precision 


Band 3 


5-7 marks 
• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the 


task 
• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 
• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in 


support of opinions / ideas 
• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 
• there is some shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 
• there is variety in sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is mostly secure 
• a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
• most spelling, including that of irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 
• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is used with some 


precision 


Band 2 


3-4 marks 
• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the 


task 
• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 
• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 
• limited development of ideas 
• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure / 


direction may be uncertain) 
• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 
• some variety of sentence structure 
• there is some control of sentence construction 
• some control of a range of punctuation 
• the spelling is usually accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is generally secure 
• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 


1-2 marks 
• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g. 


degree of formality) 
• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 
• content may be thin and brief 
• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to 


show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 
• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is 


limited 


1 mark 
• limited range of sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is limited 
• there is some attempt to use punctuation 
• some spelling is accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is limited 
• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 


2 1 Write a lively guide to surviving the teenage years for a school/college magazine. 
 
Successful responses may include some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• there is a sustained sense of register and purpose which meets the requirement for a 


guide written for a student audience (for example, a lively, opinionated or witty approach) 
• there is a clear sense of engagement with the intended audience through positioning and 


establishing an effective reader/writer relationship – this may be through devices such as 
direct address, personal anecdotes, examples and so on that give a distinctive approach 
to the guide 


• there is a range of appropriate and well-selected details, information and explanation to 
illustrate and give substance to ideas and opinions 


• the response has a clear and coherent approach/viewpoint (perhaps looking in detail at 
some aspects of the topic or ranging more widely) 


• paragraphs are used effectively to give direction and structure to the guide 
• within paragraphs, suggestions or tactics for surviving the teenage years are developed 


effectively and clearly 
• there is an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of 


connectives/subordination) 
• the response shows the ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa 


(specific examples used within a coherent approach to the topic) 
• expression is clear and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and sophistication 


as well as accuracy) 
• the guide is a sufficiently detailed and developed response 


 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6)  
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show ambition and 


sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of accuracy)  
• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes)  
• sentence control and range is good  
• tenses are consistent  
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning  
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively)  


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 


 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• the content lacks substance and range 
• there is limited or uncertain sense of purpose, for example, ignoring or misunderstanding 


the requirement for a guide 
• limited awareness of, or focus on, the intended audience 
• content is thin or generalised, with only a limited sense of developing the suggestions or 


ideas raised  
• limited development of ideas/suggestions/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion 
• a weak or limited structure to the guide that lacks a clear sense of direction and 


development 
 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6)  
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  
• errors are basic and/or numerous  
• sentence range, variety and control is limited  
• tenses may be inconsistent  
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately  
• meaning is not always clear or precise  


 












Question 22 


Example 1 


 
 












(C700U20-1)


2


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all of the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Trekking with the 
Gorillas of Rwanda’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from the book, ‘Travels in West Africa’ by Mary Kingsley.


Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


a) How many gorillas are now living in Rwanda’s National Park? [1]
b) How long can visitors spend with the gorillas? [1]
c) Name another animal that is found in Rwanda’s National Park. [1]


How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring but 
memorable experience?
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but memorable [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the extract from ‘Travels in West Africa’ on 
the opposite page.


a) How far away was Mary Kingsley from the gorillas? [1]
b) Name one other animal that Mary Kingsley came across in Africa. [1]
c) What disturbed the gorillas when Mary Kingsley was watching them? [1]


‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she sees on this 
trip.’ 


How far do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly how the guides helped to keep the 
writers safe when they came across the gorillas. [4]


Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing gorillas in the 
wild.
Compare:
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see
• how they create these impressions [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Mary Kingsley was an explorer and writer who travelled to 
parts of Africa that few Europeans had visited. She wrote 
about her experiences in her book, ‘Travels in West Africa’, 
published in 1897. In the extract below she describes what 
happened during one of her journeys.
On one occasion during our walk between villages, our guide, Joseph, wanted me to 
see something. We crept down into a rocky ravine and when we got to the edge of some 
cleared ground, we lay down and wormed our way forward, with great caution. After 
about fifty yards of this, Joseph sank flat, and I saw before me some thirty yards off, 
busily employed in pulling down bananas, six gorillas: one old male, one young male, 
and three females, one with a baby clinging to her. The big male was crouching on his 
haunches, with his long arms hanging down on either side, with the backs of his hands 
on the ground, the palms upwards. The elder female was tearing to pieces and eating 
a pineapple, while the others were noisily attacking the bananas, destroying more than 
they ate.


They kept up a sort of a shrill, whinnying, chattering noise, quite different from the sound 
I have heard gorillas give when angry. I noticed that their reach of arm was immense, and 
that when they went from one tree to another, they moved awkwardly across the open 
ground in a most inelegant style, dragging their knuckles downwards. I should think the 
big male and female were over six feet each. Although fearful of an attack, I put out my 
hand and laid it on Joseph’s gun to prevent him from firing. 


I have no hesitation in saying that the gorilla is the most horrible wild animal I have seen. I 
have seen at close quarters specimens of the most important big game of Central Africa, 
and I have run away from all of them; but although elephants, leopards, and pythons give 
you a feeling of alarm, they do not give that feeling of horrible disgust that an old gorilla 
gives on account of its hideousness of appearance.


I watched the gorillas with great interest for a few seconds, until I heard Joseph make a 
peculiar small sound, as he clutched his throat with his hand violently. He rolled his head 
to and fro, clasped his hands over his face, and gave an explosive sneeze. The gorillas 
stopped, as still as stone then gave a sound between a bark and a howl. They then turned 
and started back into the forest. The old male, however, rose to his full height and began 
to move towards us. At this threat, Joseph clapped his hands and went off into a set of 
high-pitched screeches the like of which I have never heard; nor evidently had the gorilla, 
who went off after his family with a swiftness that was amazing the moment he touched 
the forest. He disappeared, swinging himself from bough to bough. I have seen many 
wild animals in their native lands, but never have I seen anything to equal gorillas going 
through the forest. It is a graceful, powerful, superbly perfect hand-trapeze performance.
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Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda


If there is a safari that brings you any closer, on foot, to wild beasts capable of mauling 
you, I’m not sure I care to be on it.


One second you are exhausted, struggling through thickets of bamboo in Rwanda’s 
National Park, pulling yourself up a steep slope, step by painful step. The next, you 
turn a corner and you gasp. Seated perhaps 30 feet away is one of the roughly 900 
mountain gorillas remaining on Earth, a female, lovingly cradling an infant in her lap. 
She wraps one arm around the 6-month-old while scratching her own ear with a 
finger.


We freeze, then tiptoe forward to 
give all eight trekkers in our group 
a clear view. Cameras are lifted 
faster than pistols at a gunfight. 
Soon two siblings tumble out of 
the brush, abruptly disrupting the 
female’s one-on-one time. As 
they wrestle and roll, the mother 
flops on her back in surrender.


At the time of my trip, the gorilla 
family we saw consisted of a 
dominant male — the enormous 
silverback, Munyinya, — six 


females, five juveniles, and six infants. Thirty years ago, the gorilla population in 
Rwanda’s National Park had been thinned by poaching, disease and habitat loss to an 
extremely endangered 250. Conservation efforts have brought the number gradually 
back to 480.


Access to the national park is severely restricted, with only 80 visitors permitted to 
take one of the guided gorilla treks each day. Groups of up to eight people are allowed 
to spend just one tightly monitored hour with the gorillas.


The park’s guides have expert knowledge of the national park, making it rare that 
guides do not find the gorillas. The trekkers have an early 6am start and it can take 
more than three hours of intense hiking to reach them. Our group ranged from a 
29-year-old Italian woman to a 61-year-old Mexican man and we all managed just fine, 
although even the fittest of us were huffing and puffing twenty minutes in. Walking 
sticks were provided to each trekker, although everyone stumbled down a hill on their 
backside at some point.


Our guide offered one basic rule for gorilla watching: stay at least 22 feet away. They 
sometimes like to show off, so don’t freak out if the silverback suddenly starts beating 
his leathery chest but if a gorilla moves toward you, just move calmly out of the way.
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Although the guides do carry a gun, in more than 30 years, they have never had to 
shoot a gorilla and no visitor has ever been harmed in an incident involving one.


Our guide then demonstrated a few of the sounds that are used to communicate with 
the apes. ‘Mmmmm mah-mmm,’ he growled. Translated roughly, he said, this meant 
‘good morning’. I wondered if there might also be a sound that, translated roughly, 
meant ‘smile for the camera’.


We found Munyinya in a 
shaded alcove, sitting upright 
with his legs crossed and 
his great furry hands draped 
over his knees. His size 
and the sweeping crown of 
his head distinguished him 
from the others. Surveying 
his domain, first left and 
then right, he could not have 
looked more like a king. As 
two youngsters tussled at his 
feet, he nudged one away 
so he could groom the other 
with long, nimble fingers.


Throughout our hour with the apes, the enduring wonder was just how close we could 
get. Keeping our voices low, our telephoto lenses poked through branches to find the 
new mother suckling her infant. There were magical moments when a juvenile twirled 
its way down a bamboo stalk and scampered past my leg, and a large female, perched 
just above us in low-hanging branches, methodically stripped bamboo stems.


Conservation in the park has become a national priority and much of the income 
from tourists is dedicated to fighting poaching. Rangers find many traps in the park 
each month. The intended prey are usually antelope and buffalo, but gorillas also 
occasionally find their way into the snares, one of the guides told us.


Permits to visit the gorillas are limited and expensive. But so long as the tourists 
keep coming, and the Rwandans continue to protect the gorillas’ habitat, they should 
continue to thrive.












Example 2 
 


 
 
 
Band 3 C+O and VSSSP  (7 + 5) Total marks = 12 
 
This response shows clear understanding of purpose and a good sense of the 
intended audience. Points to support opinions have some development. There are a 
few errors but a decent level of control overall 
To access the next band for communication and organisation it needs to range more 
widely and develop further some of the advice offered – it is a little brief. 
 
 


 












Question 13 


 


Example 1 


 


 
Example 2 


 
 


Example 3 


 
 


 












Question 16 


Example 1 


 


 


          2 marks 
Band 1  
This response loses focus on the question in the `Trekking with gorillas` text and, as 
a result, only selects relevant details from one text. To access the next band, it must 
include some relevant detail from each of the texts.  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 












Example 3 


 


 


 
 







 
 







 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 












Example 2 


 


 


 







 


          6 marks 


 
  
Band 3  
 
Some relevant details and some grasp of ‘how’ but parts of the text need more 
exploration/context to access the next band. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












Example 2 


 
 


 












Question 15 
 


Example 1 


 
          2 marks 
Selects some detail from each text towards the end of the response. 
 
Example 2 
 


 
          3 marks 
Offers a range of relevant details from the two texts. 


Example 3 


  


          4 marks 
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300–400 words for each task.


You have been asked to give a talk to your class about your hobby or special interest to 
try to encourage others to get involved.


Write what you would say in your talk. [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER
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2 1 2 2


2 2












Example 3  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


 







 


 


Band 4 C+O and VSSSP (8 + 6) 14 marks 
 
This response shows consistent understanding of purpose of the task and with a 
good sense of the intended audience. The content is well-judged and detailed. 
Sentence structure is varied and controlled / just a few errors. 
 
To be more securely in Band 4 for content, parts of the response could be developed 
with greater detail and sophistication  
 












Question 13 


 


Example 1 


 


 
Example 2 


 
 


Example 3 
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Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate 
Resource Material. 
 
1 1 (a) How many gorillas are now living in Rwanda’s National Park?  [1] 
 


(b) How long can visitors spend with the gorillas? [1] 
 


(c) Name another animal that is found in Rwanda’s National Park. [1] 
 


(AO1 1a) 
 


This question tests the ability to identify explicit information. 
 


Award one mark for each correct response in (a), (b) and (c): 
 


(a) 480 (1) 
 


(b) One hour (1) 
 


(c) Antelope (1) or buffalo (1) 












Question 12 


Example 1 


 


Band 2  


Uneasy focus on feature spotting / drifts from focus of the question  
To access the next band this response needs to focus more on key words in the 
question (`tiring` and `memorable`) and select a greater range of detail to comment 
upon.  
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300–400 words for each task.


Write a lively guide to surviving the teenage years for a school/college magazine.
 [20]


You have been asked to give a talk to your class about your hobby or special interest to 
try to encourage others to get involved.


Write what you would say in your talk. [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER
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2 1


2 1 2 2


2 2












Example 3 


 







 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 












Question 12 


Example 1 


 


 
 












Question 11 


 


Example 1 


 


 


Example 2 


 


Example 3 


 


 


 












Question 11 


Example 1 


 


 


Example 2 


 


Example 3 


 


 


 


 












Example 2 


 


 
 












 
Example 2 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 







23 
 


 
 
 
Band 3 C+O and VSSSP (5 + 4) Total marks = 9 
 
This response shows understanding of the purpose of the task and of the intended 
audience. The points made are supported by some relevant examples and expression 
is mostly clear and fluent. 
To access the next band the content needs greater development / more specific detail 
about the writer’s involvement with YouTube. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












Example 3 


 
 












Question 15 
 


Example 1 


 
          2 marks 
Selects some detail from each text towards the end of the response. 
 
Example 2 
 


 
          3 marks 
Offers a range of relevant details from the two texts. 


Example 3 


  


          4 marks 


        


 












Question 21 


 


Example 1 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 












Question 11 


 


Example 1 


 


 


Example 2 


 


Example 3 
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1 2 How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring 
but memorable experience? 


  
You should comment on: 
• what he says 
• his use of language, tone and structure  
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but 


memorable [10] 
 


(AO2 1a, b, c and d) 
 


This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers 
use language, tone and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views.    


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who simply identify a few textual details that show the 
writer’s trip was very tiring but memorable.  Responses in this band are likely to 
be brief and limited. 


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify some of the textual details that show the 
writer’s trip was very tiring but memorable. The responses may include some 
simple comments alongside relevant selection of detail although coverage and 
comment across the whole text may be limited.  


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who identify and comment on a range of examples that 
the writer uses in the text to show the trip was very tiring but memorable, and 
begin to show how aspects such as language, tone and structure are used to 
achieve effects and influence the reader. These responses may begin to use 
relevant subject terminology to support their comments. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a good range 
of different examples from the account show how the writer’s trip was both very 
tiring but memorable, and begin to analyse how aspects such as language, tone 
and structure are used to influence the reader. Relevant subject terminology is 
used to support comments effectively. 


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about a 
wide range of different examples from the text that show how the writer’s trip was 
both very tiring but memorable. These responses provide detailed analysis of 
how aspects such as language, tone and structure are used to achieve effects 
and influence readers. Accurate use of relevant subject terminology supports 
comments effectively. 







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 4 


Details that candidates may explore or respond to: 
 
• he begins by saying it’s a trip where you will never be closer to a potentially 


dangerous wild animal 
• he tells us he is exhausted by the journey to the gorillas and struggling 


through thickets of bamboo, going up steep slopes, toehold to toehold 
• but when they see the gorillas the trekkers ‘gasp’ 
• the gorillas can be just 30 feet away 
• trekkers are keen to photograph what they see / capture the experience 
• it’s memorable because there are so few mountain gorillas left in the world 
• the trekkers were able to see the mother lovingly cradling her infant – mother 


and child 
• they can see, close up, the antics of the gorilla family – infants wrestling  
• restricted access/exclusivity makes the visit special / more memorable 
• to see the gorillas, the trekkers have an early start, an intense hike of 3 hours 


or more 
• even the fittest find the journey gruelling – all ‘huffing and puffing’ 
• the terrain is challenging – ‘everyone stumbled down a hill at some point’  
• they were able to see the silverback looking ‘like a king’ and playing with his 


infants 
• he calls it ‘an enduring wonder’ at being so close to the gorillas 
• he describes watching them as ‘magical moments’  


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


 












Question 13 


 


Example 1 


 


Example 2 


 
Example 3 


 
 


 


 












Example 3 
 


 
          7 marks 


 
Band 4  
There is a good exploration of the text to support viewpoint in this response. It tracks 
the text well. In places textual details lack a little context and analysis which could 
have pushed it higher. 
 
 
 


 
 
 












Example 2 
 


 


 
 
          5 marks 
 
 
Band 3  
In this response, selected textual details support evaluation but the range of details is 
a little limited  
To access the next band, it needs to select a wider range of detail to comment upon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












 
Question 22 


 
Example 1 
 


 
 
Band 1 C+O and VSSSP (2 + 1) Total marks = 3 
 
This is a very brief response – well below the minimum number of words indicated in 
the exam paper. The content is thin and limited and shows just a basic sense of the 
task. There is some awkwardness in expression in places. To access the next band 
content needs a clearer sense of the purpose of the task, more detailed content and 
more secure control/expression. 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all of the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Trekking with the 
Gorillas of Rwanda’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from the book, ‘Travels in West Africa’ by Mary Kingsley.


Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring but 
memorable experience?
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but memorable [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the extract from ‘Travels in West Africa’ on 
the opposite page.


a) How far away was Mary Kingsley from the gorillas? [1]
b) Name one other animal that Mary Kingsley came across in Africa. [1]
c) What disturbed the gorillas when Mary Kingsley was watching them? [1]


‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she sees on this 
trip.’ 


How far do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly how the guides helped to keep the 
writers safe when they came across the gorillas. [4]


Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing gorillas in the 
wild.
Compare:
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see
• how they create these impressions [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda


If there is a safari that brings you any closer, on foot, to wild beasts capable of mauling 
you, I’m not sure I care to be on it.


One second you are exhausted, struggling through thickets of bamboo in Rwanda’s 
National Park, pulling yourself up a steep slope, step by painful step. The next, you 
turn a corner and you gasp. Seated perhaps 30 feet away is one of the roughly 900 
mountain gorillas remaining on Earth, a female, lovingly cradling an infant in her lap. 
She wraps one arm around the 6-month-old while scratching her own ear with a 
finger.


We freeze, then tiptoe forward to 
give all eight trekkers in our group 
a clear view. Cameras are lifted 
faster than pistols at a gunfight. 
Soon two siblings tumble out of 
the brush, abruptly disrupting the 
female’s one-on-one time. As 
they wrestle and roll, the mother 
flops on her back in surrender.


At the time of my trip, the gorilla 
family we saw consisted of a 
dominant male — the enormous 
silverback, Munyinya, — six 


females, five juveniles, and six infants. Thirty years ago, the gorilla population in 
Rwanda’s National Park had been thinned by poaching, disease and habitat loss to an 
extremely endangered 250. Conservation efforts have brought the number gradually 
back to 480.


Access to the national park is severely restricted, with only 80 visitors permitted to 
take one of the guided gorilla treks each day. Groups of up to eight people are allowed 
to spend just one tightly monitored hour with the gorillas.


The park’s guides have expert knowledge of the national park, making it rare that 
guides do not find the gorillas. The trekkers have an early 6am start and it can take 
more than three hours of intense hiking to reach them. Our group ranged from a 
29-year-old Italian woman to a 61-year-old Mexican man and we all managed just fine, 
although even the fittest of us were huffing and puffing twenty minutes in. Walking 
sticks were provided to each trekker, although everyone stumbled down a hill on their 
backside at some point.


Our guide offered one basic rule for gorilla watching: stay at least 22 feet away. They 
sometimes like to show off, so don’t freak out if the silverback suddenly starts beating 
his leathery chest but if a gorilla moves toward you, just move calmly out of the way.
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Although the guides do carry a gun, in more than 30 years, they have never had to 
shoot a gorilla and no visitor has ever been harmed in an incident involving one.


Our guide then demonstrated a few of the sounds that are used to communicate with 
the apes. ‘Mmmmm mah-mmm,’ he growled. Translated roughly, he said, this meant 
‘good morning’. I wondered if there might also be a sound that, translated roughly, 
meant ‘smile for the camera’.


We found Munyinya in a 
shaded alcove, sitting upright 
with his legs crossed and 
his great furry hands draped 
over his knees. His size 
and the sweeping crown of 
his head distinguished him 
from the others. Surveying 
his domain, first left and 
then right, he could not have 
looked more like a king. As 
two youngsters tussled at his 
feet, he nudged one away 
so he could groom the other 
with long, nimble fingers.


Throughout our hour with the apes, the enduring wonder was just how close we could 
get. Keeping our voices low, our telephoto lenses poked through branches to find the 
new mother suckling her infant. There were magical moments when a juvenile twirled 
its way down a bamboo stalk and scampered past my leg, and a large female, perched 
just above us in low-hanging branches, methodically stripped bamboo stems.


Conservation in the park has become a national priority and much of the income 
from tourists is dedicated to fighting poaching. Rangers find many traps in the park 
each month. The intended prey are usually antelope and buffalo, but gorillas also 
occasionally find their way into the snares, one of the guides told us.


Permits to visit the gorillas are limited and expensive. But so long as the tourists 
keep coming, and the Rwandans continue to protect the gorillas’ habitat, they should 
continue to thrive.












Example 2 
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2 1 + 2 2 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 
 


 Communication and organisation 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation 
8 marks 


Band 5 


11-12 marks 
• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and 


format of the task 
• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended 


audience 
• appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose / 


audience 
• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 
• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range 


of relevant details 
• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the 


writing 
• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 
• there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence 


structures 
• virtually all sentence construction is controlled and accurate 
• a range of punctuation is used confidently and accurately 
• virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular 


words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is totally secure 
• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used 


to create effect or convey precise meaning 


Band 4 


8-10 marks 
• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format 


of the task 
• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 
• register is appropriately and consistently adapted to 


purpose/audience 
• content is well-judged and detailed 
• ideas are organised and coherently developed with 


supporting detail 
• there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used effectively to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 
• sentence structure is varied to achieve particular effects 
• control of sentence construction is secure 
• a range of punctuation is used accurately 
• spelling, including that of irregular words, is secure 
• control of tense and agreement is secure 
• vocabulary is ambitious and used with precision 


Band 3 


5-7 marks 
• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the 


task 
• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 
• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in 


support of opinions / ideas 
• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 
• there is some shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 


are used to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 
• there is variety in sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is mostly secure 
• a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
• most spelling, including that of irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 
• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is used with some 


precision 


Band 2 


3-4 marks 
• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the 


task 
• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 
• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 
• limited development of ideas 
• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure / 


direction may be uncertain) 
• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 
• some variety of sentence structure 
• there is some control of sentence construction 
• some control of a range of punctuation 
• the spelling is usually accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is generally secure 
• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 


1-2 marks 
• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g. 


degree of formality) 
• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 
• content may be thin and brief 
• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to 


show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 
• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is 


limited 


1 mark 
• limited range of sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is limited 
• there is some attempt to use punctuation 
• some spelling is accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is limited 
• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 
2 2 You have been asked to give a talk to your class about your hobby or special interest to 


try to encourage others to get involved.   
Write what you would say in your talk. 


 
Successful responses may include some of the following features: 


 
Communication and Organisation (A05) 
• there is a sustained sense of register and purpose, which meets the requirement of a 


talk to an audience the speaker knows well 
• there is a clear sense of engagement with the intended audience – this may be 


through devices such as asides, statements, questions, direct address that give a 
distinctive voice to the talk 


• there is a clear and coherent approach and viewpoint that explain the attractions of 
the hobby or special interest and why others in the class might want to get involved 
too; these points are presented and developed persuasively 


• the response has a logical structure within which information about the hobby or 
special interest and the speaker’s enthusiasm are presented clearly and convincingly 


• paragraphs are used to effectively structure the response and give direction to the 
overall presentation 


• the response uses a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and 
give substance to the opinions and points of view expressed  


• the talk is a sufficiently detailed and developed response  
 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show ambition and 


sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of accuracy)  
• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• sentence control and range is good 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 
 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:  


 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• the content lacks substance and range 
• there is limited or uncertain sense of purpose, for example ignoring or 


misunderstanding the requirement for a talk 
• limited awareness of, or focus on, the intended audience 
• content details are thin or generalised, with only limited sense of developing the 


points raised 
• limited development or clarity of information, with perhaps a tendency to simple 


assertion 
• a weak or limited structure to the talk that lacks a clear sense of direction and 


development 
 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• sentence range, variety and control is limited 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise 


 












Question 11 


 


Example 1 


 


 


Example 2 


 


Example 3 


 


 


 












Question 14  


Example 1 


 
 


          2 marks 


 


 
Band 1  
Limited response and selection of textual detail lacks precision  
To access the next band, it needs to focus more clearly on Kingsley’s feelings as they 
change through the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 












Question 15 


 


Example 1 


 
 


Example 2 


 
 


Example 3 


 
 












Question 15 


 


Example 1 


 
 


Example 2 


 
 


Example 3 


 
 












Question 16 


 


Example 1 
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To answer the following questions you will need to use both texts. 
 
1 5 Using information from both texts, explain briefly how the guides helped to 


keep the writers safe when they came across the gorillas. [4]   
(AO1 2a and b) 


 
This question tests the ability to select and synthesise evidence from different 
texts.  


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1 mark to those who struggle to offer a relevant detail from each of the texts 
or offer relevant detail from just one text. 


 
Give 2 marks to those who select a relevant detail from each of the texts.  


 
Give 3 marks to those who select relevant details from both texts.  


 
Give 4 marks to those who synthesise and provide a good range of relevant 
detail from both texts.  
 
Details that candidates may select, explore or respond to: 


 
Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda 
• they offered basic rules / stay at least 22 feet away from the gorillas 
• if a gorilla moves towards you, move calmly out of the way / don’t be startled 
• the guides carried a gun 


 
Mary Kingsley 
• they kept a safe distance from the gorillas / kept out of sight 
• the guide had a gun 
• the guide made noises to alarm/frighten the gorilla 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


 












Question 15 
 


Example 1 


 
          2 marks 
Selects some detail from each text towards the end of the response. 
 
Example 2 
 


 
          3 marks 
Offers a range of relevant details from the two texts. 


Example 3 


  


          4 marks 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all of the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Trekking with the 
Gorillas of Rwanda’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from the book, ‘Travels in West Africa’ by Mary Kingsley.


Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


a) How many gorillas are now living in Rwanda’s National Park? [1]
b) How long can visitors spend with the gorillas? [1]
c) Name another animal that is found in Rwanda’s National Park. [1]


How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring but 
memorable experience?
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but memorable [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the extract from ‘Travels in West Africa’ on 
the opposite page.


a) How far away was Mary Kingsley from the gorillas? [1]
b) Name one other animal that Mary Kingsley came across in Africa. [1]
c) What disturbed the gorillas when Mary Kingsley was watching them? [1]


‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she sees on this 
trip.’ 


How far do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly how the guides helped to keep the 
writers safe when they came across the gorillas. [4]


Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing gorillas in the 
wild.
Compare:
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see
• how they create these impressions [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda


If there is a safari that brings you any closer, on foot, to wild beasts capable of mauling 
you, I’m not sure I care to be on it.


One second you are exhausted, struggling through thickets of bamboo in Rwanda’s 
National Park, pulling yourself up a steep slope, step by painful step. The next, you 
turn a corner and you gasp. Seated perhaps 30 feet away is one of the roughly 900 
mountain gorillas remaining on Earth, a female, lovingly cradling an infant in her lap. 
She wraps one arm around the 6-month-old while scratching her own ear with a 
finger.


We freeze, then tiptoe forward to 
give all eight trekkers in our group 
a clear view. Cameras are lifted 
faster than pistols at a gunfight. 
Soon two siblings tumble out of 
the brush, abruptly disrupting the 
female’s one-on-one time. As 
they wrestle and roll, the mother 
flops on her back in surrender.


At the time of my trip, the gorilla 
family we saw consisted of a 
dominant male — the enormous 
silverback, Munyinya, — six 


females, five juveniles, and six infants. Thirty years ago, the gorilla population in 
Rwanda’s National Park had been thinned by poaching, disease and habitat loss to an 
extremely endangered 250. Conservation efforts have brought the number gradually 
back to 480.


Access to the national park is severely restricted, with only 80 visitors permitted to 
take one of the guided gorilla treks each day. Groups of up to eight people are allowed 
to spend just one tightly monitored hour with the gorillas.


The park’s guides have expert knowledge of the national park, making it rare that 
guides do not find the gorillas. The trekkers have an early 6am start and it can take 
more than three hours of intense hiking to reach them. Our group ranged from a 
29-year-old Italian woman to a 61-year-old Mexican man and we all managed just fine, 
although even the fittest of us were huffing and puffing twenty minutes in. Walking 
sticks were provided to each trekker, although everyone stumbled down a hill on their 
backside at some point.


Our guide offered one basic rule for gorilla watching: stay at least 22 feet away. They 
sometimes like to show off, so don’t freak out if the silverback suddenly starts beating 
his leathery chest but if a gorilla moves toward you, just move calmly out of the way.
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Although the guides do carry a gun, in more than 30 years, they have never had to 
shoot a gorilla and no visitor has ever been harmed in an incident involving one.


Our guide then demonstrated a few of the sounds that are used to communicate with 
the apes. ‘Mmmmm mah-mmm,’ he growled. Translated roughly, he said, this meant 
‘good morning’. I wondered if there might also be a sound that, translated roughly, 
meant ‘smile for the camera’.


We found Munyinya in a 
shaded alcove, sitting upright 
with his legs crossed and 
his great furry hands draped 
over his knees. His size 
and the sweeping crown of 
his head distinguished him 
from the others. Surveying 
his domain, first left and 
then right, he could not have 
looked more like a king. As 
two youngsters tussled at his 
feet, he nudged one away 
so he could groom the other 
with long, nimble fingers.


Throughout our hour with the apes, the enduring wonder was just how close we could 
get. Keeping our voices low, our telephoto lenses poked through branches to find the 
new mother suckling her infant. There were magical moments when a juvenile twirled 
its way down a bamboo stalk and scampered past my leg, and a large female, perched 
just above us in low-hanging branches, methodically stripped bamboo stems.


Conservation in the park has become a national priority and much of the income 
from tourists is dedicated to fighting poaching. Rangers find many traps in the park 
each month. The intended prey are usually antelope and buffalo, but gorillas also 
occasionally find their way into the snares, one of the guides told us.


Permits to visit the gorillas are limited and expensive. But so long as the tourists 
keep coming, and the Rwandans continue to protect the gorillas’ habitat, they should 
continue to thrive.
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1 6 Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing 
gorillas in the wild.    
Compare: 
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see 
• how they create these impressions. [10] 


 
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you 
are referring to. 


 
(AO3) 


 
This question tests the ability to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well 
as how these are conveyed, across the two texts.   


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who identify a basic similarity and/or difference in the 
impressions of the gorillas given by each writer. Marks in this band may only deal 
with one text, or only deal with relevant details from one text or not make it clear 
to which text is being referred.  


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify some similarities and differences in the 
impressions of the gorillas given by each writer and/or make a simple attempt to 
explore how these impressions are created. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who identify similarities and differences in the 
impressions of the gorillas given by each writer and/or make some attempt to 
comment on how these impressions are created. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make detailed comparisons about the impressions 
of the gorillas given by each writer and offer some valid comments about how 
these impressions are created. 


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make comparisons that are sustained and detailed 
about the impressions of the gorillas given by each writer and go on to show a 
clear understanding of the different ways in which these impressions are created. 


 
Details that candidates may explore or respond to: 


 
The impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see 


 
Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda: 
• harmless / not threatening / friendly etc. 
• the female is like a loving human mother as she ‘lovingly’ cradles her infant  
• the female is playful with her two babies 
• the guides say the gorillas sometimes like to show off 
• they can be communicated with – the guides use oral prompts  
• the silverback behaves like a king surveying his domain 
• he grooms one of his babies like a father looking after his child 
• the juveniles are playful 
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Mary Kingsley:  
• they are dangerous animals – Kingsley and her guide approach ‘with great 


caution’ 
• they are noisy and tear at the food they find 
• they make ‘shrill’ noises  
• they move ‘awkwardly’ and with an ‘inelegant style’ on open ground 
• she thinks their appearance is hideous 
• they move swiftly and gracefully through the forest in a ‘perfect hand-trapeze 


performance’ 
 


Overview: ‘Trekking’ - positive impression / Kingsley – negative impression 
 


How they create these impressions 
 


Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda: 
• the descriptions of the gorillas’ behaviour are similar to those of parents with 


young children 
• the description of ‘one-on-one time’ sounds like human behaviour  
• guides say no visitor has ever been harmed 
• the young gorillas are described positively – they ‘tumble’ out of the brush / 


‘tussled’ at the feet of the silverback / ‘scampered’ past the trekker’s leg – the 
verbs suggest unthreatening, even childish behaviour 


• the silverback is compared to ‘a king’ 
 


Mary Kingsley:  
• ‘tearing to pieces’ the food they find sounds aggressive and unpleasant 
• the description of how they move on open ground is negative – ‘they moved 


awkwardly’ and ‘inelegantly’ and they are ‘dragging their knuckles’ as they 
move 


• she has ‘no hesitation’ in describing them as ‘the most horrible wild animal’ 
• she uses comparison to explain how disgusting she finds them – more 


disgusting than other dangerous animals 
• she compares the gorillas with humans, saying how well adapted they are for 


moving swiftly through the forest 
• but describes their movement through the forest as ‘amazing’ and uses 


adjectives such as ‘graceful’ and ‘powerful’ to show how impressed she was 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 












Question 21 
 


Example 1 


 
 
Band 2 for C+O and VSSSP (4+ 3) Total marks = 7 
 
This response shows awareness of task and intended audience  
But content is rather limited in range and development  
Control is uneven and with some basic errors  
To access the next band for communication and organisation it needs to develop 
each of the points in greater detail.  
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Example 3 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all of the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Trekking with the 
Gorillas of Rwanda’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from the book, ‘Travels in West Africa’ by Mary Kingsley.


Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


a) How many gorillas are now living in Rwanda’s National Park? [1]
b) How long can visitors spend with the gorillas? [1]
c) Name another animal that is found in Rwanda’s National Park. [1]


How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring but 
memorable experience?
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but memorable [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the extract from ‘Travels in West Africa’ on 
the opposite page.


‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she sees on this 
trip.’ 


How far do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly how the guides helped to keep the 
writers safe when they came across the gorillas. [4]


Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing gorillas in the 
wild.
Compare:
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see
• how they create these impressions [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Mary Kingsley was an explorer and writer who travelled to 
parts of Africa that few Europeans had visited. She wrote 
about her experiences in her book, ‘Travels in West Africa’, 
published in 1897. In the extract below she describes what 
happened during one of her journeys.
On one occasion during our walk between villages, our guide, Joseph, wanted me to 
see something. We crept down into a rocky ravine and when we got to the edge of some 
cleared ground, we lay down and wormed our way forward, with great caution. After 
about fifty yards of this, Joseph sank flat, and I saw before me some thirty yards off, 
busily employed in pulling down bananas, six gorillas: one old male, one young male, 
and three females, one with a baby clinging to her. The big male was crouching on his 
haunches, with his long arms hanging down on either side, with the backs of his hands 
on the ground, the palms upwards. The elder female was tearing to pieces and eating 
a pineapple, while the others were noisily attacking the bananas, destroying more than 
they ate.


They kept up a sort of a shrill, whinnying, chattering noise, quite different from the sound 
I have heard gorillas give when angry. I noticed that their reach of arm was immense, and 
that when they went from one tree to another, they moved awkwardly across the open 
ground in a most inelegant style, dragging their knuckles downwards. I should think the 
big male and female were over six feet each. Although fearful of an attack, I put out my 
hand and laid it on Joseph’s gun to prevent him from firing. 


I have no hesitation in saying that the gorilla is the most horrible wild animal I have seen. I 
have seen at close quarters specimens of the most important big game of Central Africa, 
and I have run away from all of them; but although elephants, leopards, and pythons give 
you a feeling of alarm, they do not give that feeling of horrible disgust that an old gorilla 
gives on account of its hideousness of appearance.


I watched the gorillas with great interest for a few seconds, until I heard Joseph make a 
peculiar small sound, as he clutched his throat with his hand violently. He rolled his head 
to and fro, clasped his hands over his face, and gave an explosive sneeze. The gorillas 
stopped, as still as stone then gave a sound between a bark and a howl. They then turned 
and started back into the forest. The old male, however, rose to his full height and began 
to move towards us. At this threat, Joseph clapped his hands and went off into a set of 
high-pitched screeches the like of which I have never heard; nor evidently had the gorilla, 
who went off after his family with a swiftness that was amazing the moment he touched 
the forest. He disappeared, swinging himself from bough to bough. I have seen many 
wild animals in their native lands, but never have I seen anything to equal gorillas going 
through the forest. It is a graceful, powerful, superbly perfect hand-trapeze performance.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all of the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Trekking with the 
Gorillas of Rwanda’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from the book, ‘Travels in West Africa’ by Mary Kingsley.


Read the newspaper article ‘Trekking with the Gorillas of Rwanda’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


a) How many gorillas are now living in Rwanda’s National Park? [1]
b) How long can visitors spend with the gorillas? [1]
c) Name another animal that is found in Rwanda’s National Park. [1]


How does the writer try to make his trip to see gorillas sound like a very tiring but 
memorable experience?
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to show that the visit was very tiring but memorable [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must read the extract from ‘Travels in West Africa’ on 
the opposite page.


a) How far away was Mary Kingsley from the gorillas? [1]
b) Name one other animal that Mary Kingsley came across in Africa. [1]
c) What disturbed the gorillas when Mary Kingsley was watching them? [1]


‘Mary Kingsley’s account captures her mixed feelings about the gorillas she sees on this 
trip.’ 


How far do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly how the guides helped to keep the 
writers safe when they came across the gorillas. [4]


Both of these texts are about the experience the writers had when seeing gorillas in the 
wild.
Compare:
• what impressions the two writers give of the gorillas they see
• how they create these impressions [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Mary Kingsley was an explorer and writer who travelled to 
parts of Africa that few Europeans had visited. She wrote 
about her experiences in her book, ‘Travels in West Africa’, 
published in 1897. In the extract below she describes what 
happened during one of her journeys.
On one occasion during our walk between villages, our guide, Joseph, wanted me to 
see something. We crept down into a rocky ravine and when we got to the edge of some 
cleared ground, we lay down and wormed our way forward, with great caution. After 
about fifty yards of this, Joseph sank flat, and I saw before me some thirty yards off, 
busily employed in pulling down bananas, six gorillas: one old male, one young male, 
and three females, one with a baby clinging to her. The big male was crouching on his 
haunches, with his long arms hanging down on either side, with the backs of his hands 
on the ground, the palms upwards. The elder female was tearing to pieces and eating 
a pineapple, while the others were noisily attacking the bananas, destroying more than 
they ate.


They kept up a sort of a shrill, whinnying, chattering noise, quite different from the sound 
I have heard gorillas give when angry. I noticed that their reach of arm was immense, and 
that when they went from one tree to another, they moved awkwardly across the open 
ground in a most inelegant style, dragging their knuckles downwards. I should think the 
big male and female were over six feet each. Although fearful of an attack, I put out my 
hand and laid it on Joseph’s gun to prevent him from firing. 


I have no hesitation in saying that the gorilla is the most horrible wild animal I have seen. I 
have seen at close quarters specimens of the most important big game of Central Africa, 
and I have run away from all of them; but although elephants, leopards, and pythons give 
you a feeling of alarm, they do not give that feeling of horrible disgust that an old gorilla 
gives on account of its hideousness of appearance.


I watched the gorillas with great interest for a few seconds, until I heard Joseph make a 
peculiar small sound, as he clutched his throat with his hand violently. He rolled his head 
to and fro, clasped his hands over his face, and gave an explosive sneeze. The gorillas 
stopped, as still as stone then gave a sound between a bark and a howl. They then turned 
and started back into the forest. The old male, however, rose to his full height and began 
to move towards us. At this threat, Joseph clapped his hands and went off into a set of 
high-pitched screeches the like of which I have never heard; nor evidently had the gorilla, 
who went off after his family with a swiftness that was amazing the moment he touched 
the forest. He disappeared, swinging himself from bough to bough. I have seen many 
wild animals in their native lands, but never have I seen anything to equal gorillas going 
through the forest. It is a graceful, powerful, superbly perfect hand-trapeze performance.
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To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract from ‘Travels in West 
Africa’ on the opposite page. 
 
1 3 (a) How far away was Mary Kingsley from the gorillas? [1] 
 


(b) Name one other animal that Mary Kingsley came across in Africa.
 [1] 


 
(c) What disturbed the gorillas when Mary Kingsley was watching 


them? [1] 
 


(AO1 1a, b, c, d) 
 


This question tests the ability to identify and interpret explicit and implicit 
information and ideas.  


 
Award one mark for each correct response: 


 
(a) thirty yards away (1) 


 
(b) Elephant (1) or leopard (1) or python (1) 


 
(c) Joseph made a peculiar small sound (1) explosive sneeze (1) 


 
 












Example 3 


 
          7 marks 


 


 
Band 4  
This is a good, coherent response to each of the bullet points. It offers valid 
comments on the writers’ use of language.  
 


 
 
 











